•404 Wallace on the Anterior Membrane of the Eyeball 

several small vesicles we e , Fr ° m <l,e 0Varies alld ‘he fin,brim 
Hides, from one-fourth ,! ’“"S'ng by extremely delicate pe- 

looked like nv "r seven-eighths of an inch in length. They 

grapes, covered with • f0pS ,° f mucus > a little larger than the seeds of 
to constitute the fibrildnAvhiT t\ <leIlCate P elllcIe ’ which appeared 

stancThav'ing'the'ap '* ^whhT si 

the same matter but wh tl - t ' aS a " °P cn ’) contained apparently 

J Maaelphia, December 16 //,, 1833 . 


llle con junc,iva tlissected from the eve l ^ '• and 

junctiva. In d„. ’.i / °) er lt a,ul ,llc contiguous con- 

rounding border is -i'do t b ^ ap p aren,l 7 t,le negro, its sur- 

- continuation of it* xteodsto ZZ^lT "S * - 
extends to the edges of the eyelids. I am not 



Wallace on the Anterior Membrane of the Eyeball. 405 

sure if this continuation be different from the mucus of the conjunc¬ 
tiva, yet it sometimes seems to contain membranous fibres which are 
more evident towards the internal angle. The most distinct way of 
showing the anterior membrane of the eyeball, is to macerate an eye 
for some weeks in vinegar, and then cautiously to immerse it in boil¬ 
ing water, to harden what is albuminous, without corrugating the 
other coats. 

The description of the conjunctiva, by writers on ophthalmology, 
is, that it is a membrane stii generis, partaking of the diseases of 
mucous membranes and of those of the skin. By almost every writer 
on anatomy, even the most modern, it is described as lining the eye¬ 
lids and being reflected over the eyeball. Some say that there can 
be no doubt of its covering the cornea, for that serpents and other 
animals that shed their skins, shed the conjunctiva, and that it passes 
over the cornea. This I consider no proof that they are continuous. 

Bayle states that the conjunctiva covers the anterior part of the 
globe of the eye as far as the circumference of the cornea, and that 
the cornea is covered by a peculiar species of epidermis distinct from 
the conjunctiva. Mf.cki.f., Cloquet, and Charles Bell, in some 
places, seem of the same opinion, but none of them proves the last 
circumstance. Cloquet refers to a memoir of Dr. Hibes, in the 
Jiullelin tie la Faculle de AJedecine, 1814, A o. 4. This memoir I 
have not been able to find. 

If the cornea were covered with the conjunctiva, it is likely that 
vision would be impeded by mucus, and that the chemosis, in severe 
catarrhal or gonorrheeal ophthalmia, would passover its surface. The 
existence of membranous fibres in the mucous layer covering the con¬ 
junctiva, and which seems continuous with the albuminous layer co¬ 
vering the cornea, has altered iny views of the pathology of ptery¬ 
gium, a disease which docs not appear to be seated in the conjunc¬ 
tiva. In strumous ophthalmia, pustules more frequently occur on the 
verge of the cornea than on any other part of the eye, and the loss of 
substance of the anterior membrane is as easily regenerated as that 
of the cuticle. 

I may here relate another circumstance. When an eye is im¬ 
mersed in dilute nitric acid, the cornea is corroded; but no effect is 
produced upon the lining membrane, or that between the cornea and 
the aqueous humour. This is a very important fact in the economy 
of nature. When the cornea is ulcerated, the lining membrane re¬ 
sists as long as possible the destruction of the organ, and I am sure 
often preserves it by delaying the ulceration till the sore i3 disposed 
to heal either of its own accord, or by the application of remedies. I 
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Wells’ Sequel of a Case of Axillary Aneurism, fyc. 
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